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Aw, you got a kitten. Or a puppy. Or, heaven forbid, both. 

 

Their fuzzy little faces were so adorable in the store or at the pound or at the rescue fair, and 

you'd just watched 97 minutes of LOLCats on YouTube and they looked so danged cute that 

you wanted some of that for your home and your kids. 

 

Which is fine. Kittens and puppies and even full-grown versions of them deserve and need 

homes because that's what companion animals do -- they become our companions. But did you 

think it through? Did you realize there are responsibilities that go along with pet ownership 

other than feeding and picking up their various messes? 

 

Here are 10 things every potential pet owner needs to know before taking that creature home. 

 

-and- 
6. Don't let your dog be a loner. 

 

"It's important -- and the law in many communities -- but mistakes people make are 1) not socializing the pet, that is, leaving 

it in the yard all the time; and 2) with dogs, not letting them know who is in charge," says Madeline Bernstein, president of 

the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals-Los Angeles. 

 

Socialization is a big one, agrees Jonathan Klein, dog trainer and behaviorist to the stars in L.A. 

"The biggest mistake new dog owners make with their puppies is not properly socializing them. 

Socialization includes such things as exposing your puppy to new environments, other people and 

other dogs that you know to be safe and vaccinated. 

 

"The owner's goal is to create pleasant experiences for their puppy in a variety of different 

situations that it will encounter throughout its life. There is no question that effective socialization 

leads to much less stress for the dog later in life and helps to create well-balanced personality," 

says Klein, whose service is called I Said Sit. 

 
7. Don't get a pet because it's trendy. 

 

Don't take the pet of the moment, Grambort says. "If the popular pet of the moment is a schnorkie and someone is not 

prepared to care for a little dog like that -- he or she just wants it because it's something everybody else has -- that would be a 

mistake. Choose something that's a good fit for your family." 

 

8. Don't act like you're the alpha dog and punish your pet. 

 

They said so on TV: Dogs need to follow the "alpha" member of their "pack," which should be 

you. Well, no. "We've all seen shows and read books about 'pack mentality' and 'alpha dog' 

training," says Klein. "And that's fine -- if you want your dog to cower and be afraid of you. But 

how many of us want that? Isn't the point of having a dog to try and create the best and happiest 

situation for both you and your buddy? 

 

"Dogs want to please us. A well-timed reward or other positive enforcement when the dog does 

'right' creates a win-win situation. A negative action when the dog does 'bad,' like harsh scolding, 

yanking on a collar or even worse, hitting, does nothing more than make the dog confused and 

afraid. Punishment addresses the symptoms of the problem behavior but not the cause." 


